be specified and developed.    Several have suggested that NIE and NCES ahould
cooperate wherever metrics are to be developed.     It has  been  further suggested
that:

"NCES ahould work closely with the appropriate National  Institute
of Education Research and Development Centers  and Regional Educa-
tional Laboratories to coordinate nationwide surveys with the
on-going work of these major government sponsored,   educational
research institutions"   (Natriello).

Peterson, making the same suggestion, notes that:

"One productive avenue for collaboration would be  for NCES to work
closely with several of the  ...  soon to be  funded  ...  Centers.    NIE
has requested that each of these Centers reserve   10% of their
budgets in 1987 through 1990 for collaboration with other national
Centers."

BEYOND THE  DEPARTMENT OF  EDUCATION

With respect to other agencies'  data,   Bishop makes  specific  recommendations
for improvements in the October education supplement to the Current Population
Survey,  and also the 1990 Decennial Census of Population and Housing,   both of
which suggest greater coordination with the Bureau of  the Census  staff  that is
concerned with education matters.    Other inter-governmental suggestions
include;

"Finally,  in the next decade,  NCES might improve  the relevance,
technical quality,   and utility of  their data as well as  improve the
cost effectiveness of their data collection efforts by collaborating
with other large organizations,   both in planning data  collection and
in gathering the data"   (Peterson).

"Consider establishing a systematic   (data gathering and analysis)
research program coordinated with Health,   Labor,   the Census,   NSF and
HUD  ...  First,   I am sure that there are inter-governmental
coordination committees  that meet every two months  to share
information to help all interested parties in the government stay
abreast of the latest and most effective methods  of data gathering
and analysis  ...  Second,   I am confident that there are  a substantial
number of ideas in the field about ways  of improving data gathering
and analysis strategies that could use some stimulation and
direction and could provide great savings  to the  federal government
in the very near future"   (Smith).

"One way of beginning to ameliorate these problems   (of  international
education data definitional and quality comparability) would be to
have NCES assume responsibility for coordinating U.S.   involvement in
IEA activities"   (Smith).
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defining the population (0-16 years old) in a similar fashion of
